
We’ve all heard the stories of untrustworthy escrow account managers taking
off with the money you’ve earmarked to grow your family. So it might seem like
it’s a better idea to just manage the money yourself, especially when an escrow
account manager is one more expense on the long and costly journey to
expanding your family.

After all, you’re an honest and trustworthy person. You’d never do wrong by
your surrogate!

Hiring an escrow account manager doesn’t imply that you’re untrustworthy. In
fact, it actually implies the opposite--that you’re deeply invested in helping
your surrogate have a great experience during this pregnancy, too. 

At SEAM, we’ve been managing escrow accounts for third-party reproduction
agreements for 10+ years, and we’ve found that there are 5 very good reasons
why every parent-to-be (even the most trustworthy ones) need an escrow
account manager. 

THE TOP 5 REASONS WHY EVEN
TRUSTWORTHY PARENTS-TO-BE NEED
AN ESCROW ACCOUNT MANAGER
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1.MOST INTENDED PARENTS
UNDERESTIMATE THE NUMBER OF
TRANSACTIONS THEY’LL HAVE TO TRACK

Doctors’ visits and medical
fees 
Vitamins and supplements 
Any medications required
during pregnancy
Any costs relating to medical
complications 
Maternity clothes and other
pregnancy related expenses
Transportation costs to and
from pregnancy-related
appointments
Alternative health treatments,
such as massages,
acupuncture, chiropractor
appointments, etc.
And more!

While, in theory, escrow account
management sounds fairly
straightforward--distributing
expenses and fees in accordance
with your surrogacy agreement--
can be a truly daunting recurring
task.

As the intended parent, you’re
responsible for reimbursing for
such expenses as: 

Even if your surrogacy agreement
is fairly simple, between the
compensation, reimbursements,
and medical expenses, the
number of transactions will add
up. When you’re paying for
clothes and parking and
supplements and prescriptions
and doctors bills all in one
payment, it can be quite a lot to
manage and keep track of all by
yourself. 

Speaking of your surrogacy
agreement, that’s our second
reason why you should hire an
escrow account manager...
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2. DECIPHERING LEGAL AGREEMENTS WILL
GIVE YOU A HEADACHE

Third-party reproduction
agreements are legal documents.
As such, they are riddled with
legal jargon. 

Contract terms such as “the first
day of each subsequent month”
are not uncommon. And while it
sounds straightforward, the
nature of this clause means
payment dates can vary
depending upon when certain
milestones happen.

Understanding exactly what these
clauses mean in regards to the
dates you need to make payments
is important because if you’re not
used to deciphering legalese, they
can be easily misunderstood.

Any confusion around the
payment timelines and terms due
to misinterpreted legal language
can also lead to payment delays,
missed deadlines, or your

surrogate feeling misled or
tricked. These circumstances may
mean you would be spending
valuable time and attention either
keeping up with the contract daily
or fixing mistakes instead of
preparing for the new addition
that will soon be joining your
family.

This can lead to some awkward
conversations, and our third
reason you should hire an escrow
account manager…
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3. NO ONE LIKES TALKING ABOUT MONEY --
ESPECIALLY NOT YOUR SURROGATE
Most surrogates are in third-party reproduction to bring the joy
of parenthood to others, not for the money. However, managing
payments and reimbursing expenses is an important part of the
surrogacy process. 

Late payments, disagreements over which expenses are covered,
and misunderstandings about payment timelines can all cause
conflict and resentment that will sour your relationship with
your surrogate. 

Without an escrow account manager, you will be having those
difficult conversations with your surrogate directly. The escrow
account manager is a neutral third party that helps you both
navigate your agreement without hard feelings or uncomfortable
conversations. Without an escrow account manager, there’s no
one to help advise and mediate conflicts as they arise. The entire
burden of resolving the matter rests on you and your surrogate.

If you’re working with an agency, you might think to bring them
in; however, we’d caution against it due to our fourth reason you
should hire an escrow account manager...

Surrogacy agencies are wonderful businesses, and we’ve partnered
with many of them over the years. However, because they are
businesses, the surrogacy agency has an inherent duty to keep you,
their client, happy. 

When issues arise, this duty can sometimes leave surrogates feeling
as though there is an inherent power imbalance or conflict of
interest because the agency’s focus is on keeping you happy -- not
on getting a fair resolution for all parties involved. 

This is why many surrogates prefer avoiding in-house escrow
account management--some will even make working with an
outside escrow account manager a condition of their agreement. 

Your escrow account manager should be a neutral third party able to
balance the interests and needs of all parties involved and bring
about a satisfactory resolution for all. Most surrogacy agencies
simply aren’t set up to do this.

And speaking of being set up properly, that brings us to our fifth and
final reason...

4.YOUR AGENCY HAS AN INHERENT
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
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5. INDIVIDUALS LACK THE TOOLS TO
PROVIDE REAL ACCOUNT TRANSPARENCY

Online banking is a fabulous thing, isn’t it? You can see your
balance and know exactly where your money is at all times. It’s
very reassuring to be able to look at your emergency account and
know you’ve got enough money in there to cover a major
catastrophe. 

Your surrogate feels the same way when she looks at your escrow
account and can see that there is enough money in it to cover her
if something were to happen and she had a medical emergency.
Not having to worry about how it's all going to be covered is very
reassuring for surrogates, especially as pregnancy can already be
a stressful time.

However, the tools available to you, as an individual, are
different than the tools available to escrow professionals, like us.
We have the ability to disburse payments daily, monitor account
balances and transactions, and give multiple people view access
to a surrogacy account.

Individual bank accounts do not provide these capabilities.
Which means your surrogate can’t see the money and may spend
more time worrying during her pregnancy -- putting undue stress
on herself and your baby. 

We manage, approve, and disburse all payments for you. They’re deposited into your surrogate’s
account via direct deposit, and can be deposited as soon as the next business day, so they don’t have
to wait weeks or even months to be reimbursed or compensated.

You and your surrogate can view the escrow account online, 24/7, for an up-to-date balance and
complete accounting of all transactions. Our team performs monthly account audits to make sure
everything is where it’s supposed to be. And to be certain that each facet of your contract is being
accurately upheld, our on-staff certified paralegal will help decipher your surrogacy agreements
into plain English. 

As a neutral third party, we can be the go-between during any money conversations (especially the
difficult ones). And if any misunderstandings or disagreements arise, our team can help you
navigate them in a way that is fair to both you and your surrogate. 

At the end of the day, hiring an escrow account manager isn’t about how trustworthy you are. It’s
about making your life and your surrogate’s life easier, so you can focus on what really matters:
Bringing home a happy, healthy baby.

AT SEAM, WE PROVIDE ALL OF THESE SERVICES FOR YOU

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR ESCROW ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT SERVICES,
CLICK HERE. 

CREATE YOUR ACCOUNT AND GET STARTED TODAY!

http://www.surrogacyaccount.com/services
http://www.surrogacyaccount.com/contact

